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Unvaccinated horses face a fatality rate of 75% 
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YOUR HORSE′S RISK MAY BE 
GREATER THAN YOU THINK 



said Leslie Schur, DVM, Desert Pines 

Equine. “Whether you have a young foal, 

a recently purchased horse or a horse 

with an unknown vaccination history or 

a horse that isn’t current on their annual 

vaccinations, their risks for contracting 

tetanus signifi cantly increase.”

 It is crucial to work closely with your 

veterinarian to ensure your horse has 

received protection against tetanus.

Tetanus is one of the fi ve potentially 

fatal core equine diseases, 

determined by the American 

Association of Equine Practitioners 

(AAEP). The best way to protect 

your horse against tetanus and the 

other core diseases – rabies, West 

Nile virus, Eastern and Western 

equine encephalomyelitis – is 

through annual vaccination, as 

recommended by the AAEP 

vaccination guidelines.2 CORE EQ 

INNOVATOR® is the fi rst and only 

vaccine that protects horses against fi ve 

potentially fatal core equine diseases, 

including tetanus, in a single injection. 

All horses are at risk for being exposed 
to tetanus. If your horse has exposure to 

soil, other animals and manure, he is at 

risk. Tetanus is easily transmitted, and if 

contracted, can be devastating to horses, 

with a fatality rate of 75%.1 

Tetanus is a bacterial disease caused 

by the invasion of Clostridium tetani in 

puncture wounds, open lacerations, 

exposed tissues or surgical incisions. 

Present in the intestinal tract and 

feces of horses, other animals 

and humans, the bacteria can be 

abundant in soil and can survive in the 

environment for years, creating a constant 

risk for horses and people. Clinical signs 

begin with hyperresponsiveness to noise 

or movement and progress to a horse 

having erect ears, third eyelid prolapse, 

fl ared nostrils, elevated head, stiff  or erect 

tail, and a stiff -legged gait. Symptoms can 

advance to muscle spasms, convulsions 

and death by asphyxia.

“I’ve recently seen tetanus cases in a few 

horses, and it is devastating to lose a horse 

from a disease that is very preventable,”

Every adult horse needs to be vaccinated 

against tetanus each year. Work with your 

veterinarian to schedule a spring wellness 

appointment to help ensure your horse 

is set up for success all year. Additional 

annual risk-based vaccinations may be 

needed based on your horse’s unique 

lifestyle and environment. Protect your 

horse from diseases like equine infl uenza, 

equine herpesvirus, strangles, and 

leptospirosis through annual vaccination. 

Wellness appointments are an ideal 

opportunity to provide comprehensive 

care for your horse. In addition to 

vaccination against the core equine 

diseases, a spring wellness appointment 

should incorporate a dental exam 

for your horse to catch any potential 

dental problems and can lead to earlier 

diagnosis, treatment and improved 

health and wellness for your horse. A 

wellness check also is the perfect time 

to talk to your veterinarian about your 

horse’s individual deworming needs and 

have a FEC test conducted to build your 

horse’s deworming program.
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FATALITY EXPOSURE AND IMPACT
Rabies ⊲   Horses can be exposed to rabies through the bite of infected animals: commonly bats, raccoons, 

foxes and skunks. 

⊲   Preventive care through annual vaccination is the only way to protect horses against rabies – 
a zoonotic disease that also is a risk to you and your family. 

100% fatal1

Eastern equine 
encephalomyelitis 
(EEE)

90% fatal1 ⊲   Mosquitoes aren’t just a nuisance – they pose serious risks to your horse’s health. 

⊲   It is transmitted to horses by mosquitoes that have fed on infected wild birds.

Tetanus 75% fatal2 ⊲   It is caused by bacteria present in soil that can contaminate open wounds. 

Western equine 
encephalomyelitis

50% fatal1 ⊲   Like EEE, it is transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito.  

West Nile virus 33% fatal1 ⊲   West Nile virus is acquired through the bite of a mosquito that previously fed on an infected bird.  
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